AS-312-89 Resolution on Academic Minors by Curriculum Committee,
Adopted: March 7, 1989 
ACADEMIC SENATE 
OF 

CALIFORNIA POLYTECHNIC STATE UNIVERSITY 

San Luis Obispo, California 

Background statement: On December 4, 1979, the Academic Senate approved a resolution 
which endorsed the concept of minor fields of study at the University. Since that time , no 
fewer than nineteen minors have been instituted at Cal Poly. Currently, there is one 
minor under consideration by the Academic Senate Curriculum Committee and there are 
indications that as many as ten new minors may be in the proposal stage for the coming 
catalog cycle . The number of existing minors combined with the possible new minor 
proposals have raised the concerns of both the Academic Senate Curriculum Committee and 
Executive Committee. 
In consultation with the Offices of Academic Affairs and Institutional Studies, we have 
begun to study the subject of minors and offer this resolution in an attempt to organize a 
university-wide self-study of the existing policies concerning minors and to answer some 
questions which we do not believe have been addressed in the establishment or evaluation 
of minors. 
AS-312-89/CC 
RESOLUTION ON 
ACADEMIC MINORS 
WHEREAS , The number of minors within the university curriculum has grown from 
none to nineteen in less than ten years; and 
WHEREAS, As many as ten new minors are being proposed for consideration in the next 
catalog; and 
WHEREAS, There is no standardized procedure to determine the number of students 
currently enrolled in minors; and 
WHEREAS, There is no readily available data as to how many students have enrolled in 
minors in the past and this information has only been included on their 
transcripts upon graduation; and 
WHEREAS, Minors do not have to be declared until a student files for graduation; and 
WHEREAS, The average course load per quarter for a student currently enrolled at the 
University is 13 .5 units, with a minimum of 185 units--and most majors 
having 198 units--required for a degree program; and 
WHEREAS, Many undergraduate degree programs have minimal (9) or less than 
minimal units available for completion of concentrations or free electives; 
and 
WHEREAS, The average length of enrollment at Cal Poly is between five and six years; 
and 
WHEREAS, 

RESOLVED: 
RESOLVED: 
RESOLVED: 
Academic Senate resolution AS -182-85 stated in its RESOLVED clause 
That the Academic Senate ask the President of California 
Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, to carefully 
consider the merits and benefits of the minors proposed for 
the 1986-88 catalog and approve them, providing an 
opportunity to see what the student demand for minors is 
and to assess the benefits or problems that may arise from 
having more minors available to the students. 
No such assessment has been carried out; therefore, be it 
That the Academic Senate Curriculum Committee undertake a study of 
existing academic minors and that the scope of this study should include 
such items as the purposes of individual programs as well as the clientele, 
the number of minors awarded in each program, the effects of minors on 
the length of study programs, the effects on resources, the impact on 
admissions, the relationships of General Education and Breadth 
requirements and minors, the effects of minors on majors and 
concentrations, as well as the procedures for declaring and monitoring a 
minor; and be it further 
That this study be completed by the end of Winter Quarter 1990 with findings 
and recommendations made to the Academic Senate at that time; and be it 
further 
That the Academic Senate Curriculum Committee be allowed to make a 
recommendation to the Academic Senate on the Women's Studies minor, 
which was submitted during the 1987-88 academic year and is currently 
under consideration by the Academic Senate Curriculum Committee . 
Proposed By: 
Academic Senate 
Curriculum Committee 
February 2, 1989 
Revised February 23, 1989 
(Approved as revised 9/0/2 
with all members present) 
State of California CALPoLY
Memorandum RECEIVED SAN LUIS OBISPO 
CA 93407 
'\PR 17 1989 
Date :To 	 Charles T. Andrews, Chair April 12, 1989 
Academic Senate Academic Senate FileNo.: 
Copies : M W· l
• 1 son 
W. Rife 
From Wa ~ t·ren J. Baker 
President 
Subject: 	 ACADEMIC SENATE RESOLUTION 
ON MINORS (AS-312-89/CC) 
This will acknowledge your memo of March 15 with which you transmitted the 
subject resolution adopted by the Academic Senate on March 7. I appreciate 
very much the background information which you provided with regard to the 
discussions and the very close vote of the Academic Senate on this issue. I 
have had an opportunity to discuss this matter with Vice President for 
Academic Affairs Malcolm Wilson. As a result of our discussions, I am 
approving the resolution as adopted by the Academic Senate. 
State of California CALPOLY 
Memorandum SAN Luis OBISPO 
CA 93407 
To Warren J. Baker Date April 5, 1989 
President 
File No.: 
Copies : W. Rife 
From Malcolm W. Wilson 
Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Subject: ACTION BY ACADEMIC SENATE ON MI NORS (AS-312-89/CC) 
It is my recommendation that you approve the above cited Academic Senate 
resolution. 
State of California iversity 
'fiispo. ~alifornt 07 
stMA~~&~89 
MEMORANDUM VICE PRESIDENT 
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 
To: Warren j. Baker Date: March 1), 1989 
President 
Copies: M Wilson (w/encls) 
B Rife (w/encls) 
From: Charles T. Andrews, Chair ~ 
Academic Senate 
Subject: Action by the Academic Senate on Minors (AS-312-89/CC) 
Enclosed is a copy of the minutes of the March 7, 1989 Academic Senate meeting . Of 
immediate concern is the question of postponing action on minors until there had been 
a review of the existing policy. 
In May, 198), AS- 182-8)/Curr. was passed by the Senate and approved by you . This 
resolution was entitled "Resolution Regarding Minors." I have enclosed the resolution 
and direct your attention to the resolved clause . It was this responsibility which the 
Ctlrriculum Committee was attempting to fulfill with the current action. 
However, the resolved clause which would have permitted this review was amended out 
of the Curriculum Committee's resolution. This was by a vote of 26 to delete and 22 to 
retain. Considering that many of the participants are in departments or schools having 
a minor pending before the Curriculum Committee, the vo te was very close. 
I have asked the Curriculum Committee to proceed with the review of courses and 
programs until such time as you have approved the resolution which was passed by the 
Senate on a final vote of 36 for , 7 opposed, and 3 abstaining . Some senators were 
opposed to voting for the final resolution because it was too weak for current purposes. 
Bill Rife was present during this action and has direct observation of the issues brought 
out in the discussion. 
I am available for discussion if desired. 
Enclosures 
Academic Senate Office 
State of California 
MEMORANDUM 
~C~BEStDENTTo: Warren ]. Baker Date: Marc~C"'ADEKfl~C ,o, r-FAIRS
President 
Copies: M Wilson (w/encls) 
B Rife (w/encls) 
From: Charles T. Andrews, Chair~ 
Academic Senate 
Subjec't: Action by the Academic Senate on Minors (AS-312-89/CC) 
Enclosed is a copy of the minutes of the March 7, 1989 Academic Senate meeting. Of 
immediate concern is the question of postponing action on minors until there had been 
a review of the existing policy. 
In May, 1985, AS-182-85/Curr. was passed by the Senate and approved by you . This 
resolution was entitled "Resolution Regarding Minors." I have enclosed the resolution 
and direct your attention to the resolved clause. It was this responsibility which the 
Curriculum Committee was attempting to fulfill with the current action. 
However, the resolved clause which would have permitted this review was amended out 
of the Curriculum Committee's resolution . This was by a vote of 26 to delete and 22 to 
retain. Considering that many of the participants are in departments or schools having 
a minor pending before the Curriculum Committee, the vote was very close. 
I have asked the Curriculum Committee to proceed with the review of courses and 
programs until such time as you have approved the resolution which was passed by the 
Senate on a final vote of 36 for, 7 opposed, and 3 abstaining . Some senators were 
opposed to voting for the final resolution because it was too weak for current purposes . 
Bill Rife was present during this action and has direct observation of the issues brought 
out in the discussion . 
I am available for discussion if desired. 
Enclosures 
. . . 
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.j!.Jr~rst .....F~rfoleet goes.~ through 7/St/:89·. .. It 1s· everyone· is inte11tiori.. 
~\'... Jo c~ntinue the ' oo~~r~~t uhtii ~~then, -but First Farwest will not 
. lbe available aft:er .t;hat ,date. PJSRa . negotiates the con·t~act with -~ 
health insura{lce ·-~rC:>v-.iders ;. a~d · ~.they ~re looking into 'the . ·, · 
finanQial situatio~ . 'There is a poesibi'lity tl)at people who ·are 
currently insured :bY!'Eirst Fa~west might be switched ~o another 
p.lah f3001)er. -t~an ~ug~s~· ·i if .the .aituation looks sev~re .enou&h. 
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i. 
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deletion of ,the 
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environment offered at Cal Poly. the effects of minors on majors. as well 
as the pr<>Gedures for declaring and monitoring a minor. 
RESOLVED. 	 That the Academic Senate Curriculum Committee undertake a study of 
existing academic minors and that the scope of this study should include 
such items as the purposes of individual programs as welJ as the clientele. 
the numbers of minors awarded in each program. the effects of minors on 
the length of study programs. the effects on resources. the impact on 
admissions. the relationships of General Education and Breadth 
reauirements and minors. the effects of minors on majors and 
concentrations. as well as the procedures for declaring and monitoring a 
minor: and be it further 
RESOLVED. 	 That this study be completed by the end of Winter Quarter 1990 with 
findings and recommendations made to the Academic Senate at that time: 
and be it further 
RESOLVED. 	 That the Academic Senate Curriculum Com minee be allowed to make a 
recommendation to the Academic Senate on the Women's Studies minor. 
which was submitted during the 1987-88 academic year and is currentlv 
under consideration by the Academic Senate Curriculum Committee. 
!\ pproved by the CurricuJu m Corn rnittee 
Vote 7/0/1 ~.'\ED and SEng not repreFented 
Date 212189 
Approved as amended by the Academic Senate 
Curriculum Committee 
Vote 9/0/2 All members present and voting 
Date 2/23/89 
.. ·. . .... 
AS-182-85/Curr. 
May 21, 1985 
CURRICULUM PACKAGE 

FROM THE SENATE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

FOR THE SCHOOLS OF: 

AGRICULTURE 

COMMUNICATIVE ARTS & HUMANITIES 
ARCHITECTURE & ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN 
Also included: 

Resolution on Minors (following title page) 

School of Engineering - changes in graduate program 

(following Resolution on Minors) 

May, 1985 
* * * * * * * 
.. ·.. ­ Please note: 	 A copy of catalog proposals is available 
for review in the Reserve Room of the 
Library. 
1 I 
APPROVED May 28, 1985 
May 30, 1985 
t ACADEMIC SENATE 
OF 
CALIFORNIA POLYTECHNIC STATE UNIVERSITY, SAN LUIS OBISPO 
RESOLUTION REGARDING MINORS 
Background: Since several departments have proposed minors for the 
1986-1988 catalog, and since no new minors were approved for the 1984­
1986 catalog, the Academic Senate Curriculum Committee endorses the 
following resolution concerning minors, and submits it to the Academic 
Senate along with other catalog recommendations. 
WHEREAS, A minor may give a student the opportunity to broaden 
his/her educational background and have that breadth of 
training indicated on his/her transcript; and 
WHEREAS, A minor may 
a graduate; 
increase the 
and 
job opportunities available to 
WHEREAS, A minor may be interdisciplinary and provide an opportunity 
for cooperative efforts of faculty from different disci­
plines; and 
WHEREAS, Some majors have a number of electives allowing a student 
who plans carefully (often utilizing general education and 
breadth courses) to take a minor while not extending or 
only slightly P.Xtending his/her time in college; and 
WHEREAS, Little or no additional faculty or 
for some minors; therefore be it 
facilities are necessary 
RESOLVED: That the Academic Senate ask the President of California 
Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, to care­
fully consider the merits and benefits of the minors pro­
posed for the 1986-1988 catalog and approve them, pro­
viding an opportunity to see what the student demand for 
minors is and to assess the benefits or problems that may 
arise from having more minors available to the students . 
... ·.... 
AS-182-85/Curr. 
May 21, 1985 
CURRICULUM PACKAGE 

FROM THE SENATE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

FOR THE SCHOOLS OF: 

AGRICULTURE 

COMMUNICATIVE ARTS & HUMANITIES 

ARCHITECTURE & ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN 
Also included: 

Resolution on Minors (following title page) 

School of Engineering - changes in graduate program 

(following Resolution on Minors) 

May, 1985 
* * * * * * * 
.. ·. . ._ 
/ ; Please no~e: 	 A copy of catalog proposals is available 
for review in the Reserve Room of the 
Library. 
APPROVED May 28, 1985 
May 30, 1985 
• • 
ACADEMIC SENATE 

OF 

CALIFORNIA POLYTECHNIC STATE UNIVERSITY, SAN LUIS OBISPO 

RESOLUTION REGARDING MINORS 
Background: Since several departments have proposed minors for the 
1986-1988 catalog, and since no ·new minors were approved for the 1984­
1986 catalog, the Academic Senate Curriculum Committee endorses the 
following resolution concerning minors, and submits it to the Academic 
Senate along with other catalog recommendations. 
WHEREAS, A minor may give a student the opportunity to broaden 
his/her educational background and have that breadth of 
training indicated on his/her transcript; and 
WHEREAS, A minor may 
a graduate; 
increase the 
and 
job opportunities available to 
WHEREAS, A minor may be interdisciplinary and provide an opportunity 
for cooperative efforts of faculty from different disci­
plines; and 
WHEREAS, Some majors have a number of electives allowing a student 
who plans carefully (often utilizing general education and 
breadth courses) to take a minor while not extending or 
only slightly P.Xtending his/her time in college; and 
WHEREAS, Little or no additional faculty or 
for some minors; therefore be it 
facilities are necessary 
RESOLVED: That the Academic Senate ask the President of California 
Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, to care­
fully consider the merits and benefits of the minors pro­
posed for the 1986-1988 catalog and approve them, pro­
viding an opportunity to see what the student demand for 
minors is and to assess the benefits or problems that may 
arise from having more minors available to the students . 
... ·..... 
William Rife 
Interim Associate Vice President for 1 i~~"'~~ Admin. 307 756-2246 
~ MAR :1 'l 1qsg 
VICE PRESIDENMarch 31, 1989 
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 
Ma I co I m W I I son 
Vlce -Presfcfenf -for -Academ lc Affaf rs 
Malcolm, 
I recommend that Warren Approve AS-312-89/CC. 
Chari fe's attached memo Is confusing. The Senate 
Curriculum Committee presented a resolutton 
whfch contatned three points: that the Curriculum 
Commtttee should (1) undertake a comprehensive 
study of the effects of minors; (2) consider no 
new proposals for minors until the study was 
completed, at the end of WQ90; and (3) finish Its 
revfew, already begun, of the Women's Studies 
minor. The Senate deleted point (2). 
Point (2) was Chari le's Idea, and I supported It 
on the grounds that minors are academic luxuries 
which keep our current students here longer and so 
keep other students out. Nevertheless, I think 
the Senate process worked well ln this case, so I 
recommend Warren's . approvlng the Senate's action, 
even though I don't agree wlth lt. 
Bill 
Cal Poly 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93407 

